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What
We Do

Breakthrough Houston has a dual mission: 1) to recruit and prepare a
diverse teaching workforce and 2) to provide students from underserved
communities an opportunity for post-secondary success.

More than ever, there is an urgent need for highly qualified educators in public education, and
Breakthrough Houston understands that a diverse teacher workforce is essential for meeting this
demand. As a local chapter of a nationally recognized non-profit organization, Breakthrough
Collaborative, Breakthrough Houston recruits a diverse candidate pool of prospective teachers
from across the country and offers them a transformative opportunity to spend their summer teaching
middle and high school students in Houston. This immersive summer teaching internship not only
provides aspiring educators with invaluable hands-on experience but also equips them with the
essential skills and knowledge necessary to excel in the classroom.

Middle and high school students benefit from this “students teaching students” model by receiving
academic and non-academic enrichment from near-peers. Breakthrough Houston offers summer
and year-round programming that prepare students to succeed in a rigorous college preparatory
high school and post-secondary program. By investing in both students and aspiring teachers,
Breakthrough Houston makes a transformative impact on the state of public education.

STUDENT ENRICHMENT

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM
Summer Program

The six-week program covers a wide range of subjects, including
literature, writing, math, science, and exciting electives. Alongside
academic enrichment, emphasis is placed on fostering social-
emotional growth, developing leadership abilities, and nurturing
character strengths through various daily activities.

School Year Program

Students continue fo receive academic support from Breakthrough
Houston during Saturday sessions. During these sessions, students
receive 1:1 tutoring to maintain strong academic profiles.

COLLEGE BOUND PROGRAM
College 101 and 201 Classes

Rising 9th and 10th graders leamn the importance of selecting
rigorous courses throughout high school, participating in
extracurricular activities, and preparing for standardized tests.

College Preparatory Enrichment

Breakthrough Houston forms community partnerships to ensure
students have a wealth of experiences to prepare them for
post-secondary success. Students receive free standardized test
preparation and tutoring through Advantage Test Prep, individual
tutoring through Rice University, and summer internship and job
opportunities through various other partner organizations.

College Application Support

Students receive personal college counseling through
Breakthrough Houston throughout their senior year of high school.
Breakthrough Houston staff meet with students and their families
fo create a target college list, complete financial aid applications,
and analyze offer packages.

Essay Writing Workshop

Over the summer, students attend a week-long workshop to craft
their personal statements for college applications.

Texas College Road Trip

Students visited University of Texas at Austin, Huston Tillotson
University (an HBCU), and Texas A&M University on an
overnight college tour. Highlights of the trips included a panel
with current college students and an information session with Dr.
John Cavolowsky from NASA.

COLLEGE COMPLETION PROGRAM

Rising college freshmen participate in a Bridge Summer Program
before attending college to learn about finances, academic
habits, and college life. This year the program was hosted at the
Honors College at the University of Housfon.

"At Breakthrough, it feels like theyre genuinely Tryin%to help

you get to wherever you want to go. Breakthrough
me a lens to see what | really want in college.”

- Kamila Almazan, YES Prep Gulfton Class of 2024

as given

TEACHER PREPARATION

ORIENTATION “O-WEEK"

Teaching Fellows learn the basics of adapting a lesson plan
and building classroom culture to prepare fo teach one core
content class for the Summer Program.

SUMMER TEACHER INTERNSHIP

Weekly in-classroom observation and debrief cycles
provide Teaching Fellows with timely feedback to improve
their craft. In addition o teaching a core content class,
Teaching Fellows are responsible for planning field trips and
other activities for students.

COLLEGE SUCCESS PROGRAM

Atthe end ofthe Summer Program, Teaching Fellows conclude
their infernship with a week of reflection, feedback, and
celebration. Each Teaching Fellow prepares a “Presentation
of learning” to summarize their highlights, challenges, and
learnings after their summer with Breakthrough.

2022 - 2023
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Who We Serve:

Students

The pandemic continues to have a severe impact on low-income communities and public
education. Particularly for students of color, educational inequities have increased and academic
and postsecondary outcomes have plummeted in the past few years.

Breakthrough Houston provides academically rigorous programming

to address learning loss to ensure high-achieving, under-resourced
students still have the opportunity to pursue their college dreams.
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Energy Institute High School
Class of 2025

Hugo De La Garza first joined Breakthrough Houston
during middle school for the summer program. He signed
up initially to hang with his friends in the summer but quickly
learned Breakthrough had much more to offer. I loved

it,” Hugo reflected, “I specifically remember the teachers
being very supportive, very positive. They were my mentors.
There wasn't a day | dreaded coming; | was always
excited.”

Now approaching his junior year in high school, Hugo
credits Breakthrough for helping him define his career
goals. "At first | wanted to be a pilot,” he explained, "but
during a Breakthrough assignment | researched the career
more and realized it wasn't for me. | want fo go info design
and math, and that's where | learned about Mechanical
Engineering. I'm inferested in heavy machinery. | want to
know how it moves and design equipment. Breakthrough
helped me shape my mind.”

92. 3/K /8.

Four-year college  Avg scholarships  Avg financial need
acceptance rate & grants awarded  met per student™
per student™

Students enrolled in the College Bound Program on a college
tour of the University of Texas at Austin.

The College Completion Program provides students a chance to
reflect and share about their personal prioirites before attending
college.

*of students who self-reported
financial aid awards

2022 - 2023
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Who We Serve:

Teaching Fellows

Teacher workforce shortage is having a significant impact on Texas students. More than 40,000
new teachers must be hired each year and it costs districts $20,000-$30,000 in recruitment,
hiring, and training costs per new teacher (Learning Policy Institute).

Breakthrough Houston provides a cost-effective, early-recruitment model
that provides aspiring teachers a chance to experience the profession

first-hand.

92 self-identify as 6 5 receive financial aid 6] are first-generation
% Teachers of Color % for college % college students

4

"l don't know of another program that gives people who haven't
graduated from college yet a chance to be a full teacher. You're
not a teaching assistant. You're getting observed and coached
by certified teachers - but it's your classroom.

| wish | had this experience sooner. There's no
other experience like itl”

Adrian Gonzalez grew up in Alvin, Texas and
enrolled at the University of Housfon wanting
fo pursue a career in medicine. When his inifial
summer plans fell through, he applied to teach
at Breakthough Houston as a Teaching Fellow.

On his first day at Breakthrough, Adrian
remembers meefing a lot of people, many of
whom didn't see themselves ultimately going
into education either. “I thought we were all in
the same boat,” he reflected, "I was three years
into wanting fo do medicine so | thought my
interest in education was just a hobby.” He kept
both interests alive - practicing his craft in the
classroom at Breakthrough while also studying
for and eventually taking the MCAT that summer
as well.

By the start of his senior year, however, Adrian
knew he couldn't deny his true passion for
education any longer. “I realized | had worked
60 hours a week over the summer and | loved
every second of it,” he shared. "After all this time,
| realized this was where | belonged.”

With his remaining year in college, Adrian
added a math minor so he could teach math
and was accepted into Teach For America
Houston. Adrian is now a 2023 TFA Housfon
Corp Member and will be teaching Algebra | at
Sharpstown High School in the Fall.

2022 - 2023
IMPACT REPORT
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Thank you for providing more equitable education opportunities to Houston students. Your investment in
these proven programs brings lasting, measurable change to Houston.

$100,000+

Annunziato Family Foundation

Arnold Ventures LLC

Chesmar Foundation

Houston Independent School
District

KC & Randa Weiner Family
Fund

Rockwell Fund, Inc.

The Powell Foundation

$50,000-$99,999

CFP Foundation

The Guill Family Foundation

The John M. O'Quinn
Foundation

$25,000-$49,999

Burdine Johnson and
Christophe Venghiatis

CenterPoint Energy

Diana Strassmann and Jeff
Smisek

Faykus Foundation

Houston Livestock Show and
Rodeo

Karen Amold

The Brown Foundation

Ting Tsung and Wei Fong
Chao Foundation

Vivian L. Smith Foundation

Wayne Duddlesten

Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
American Endowment
Foundation
Baker Botts LLC
Beauchamp Foundation
George and Mary Josephine
Hamman Foundation
H-E-B
Jennifer and Chris Laporte
Kristen and John Berger
Marek Family Foundation
Maria and Bill Boyce
Meredith Marshall
Porter Hedges LLP
Scurlock Foundation
Steven and Liz Bender
Susan Vaughan Foundation
The C.T. Bauer Foundation
The Tapeats Fund
Vince and Louise Foster

$5,000-$9,999
Allie Veselka

Anne Chao

Annie and Bob Graham

Bristow Group

CAPTRUST Community
Foundation

Carolyn and Jake Sabat

Dee Dee Guggenheim
Howes and Jordan Seff

Emily Sheeren

Gisela and Igor Cherches

Grant Butkus

Jason Dunahoe

JC and Sarah Howell

Jennifer and John Vogel

Jeremy Wang

Kevin and Brooke Lee

Lauren and Bradley Morgan

Mark and Cristina Rodriguez

Natalie and Varga
Mohtoshami

Robert Eschweiler

Ruthie Miller

Susannah and Chris Watt
Susie and Scott Bender
Vaclav Albrecht

$1,000-$4,999

Alexandra Simotas Laskaris
and Aris Papasakellariou
Laskaris

Alison Powell

Allie & Jay Fields

Allison Connally

Allison O'Neill

Ann and Tom Kelsey

Anna and Brad Eastman

Anne Whitlock

Annsley and Christopher
Popov

Anshula and Thomas Greene

Archie and Sara Fallon

Ashley Sloan

Beck Redden LLP

Brian Rhames

Brooke and Jeff Gunst

Carol Sugimoto

Charles and Mary
Soderstrom

Chinhui Juhn and Edward
Allen 11l

Cynthia Walker

David and Jamie Oliver

David Karohl

Denise Smith

Edward H. Andrews
Foundation

Edwin J Cowen

Emily and Josh Schaffer

Episcopal High School

Erin and James Stewart, IlI

Fan and Peter Morris

George E. Cire., Jr.

George Peterkin Il

George Terrell

Houston Striders Inc.
Hugh M Mclntosh

Irene Foxhall and STeveJetteg ‘g'

Isabel and Danny David
Iva and Curtis Knobse

Harper and Kelley Trammell

Jefferies, LLC

Jen Fink

Joi Ross-Moore and Topper
Moore

Josephine and Richard Smith

JP Morgan Chase Charitable

Katie Dillon

Kelley Scofield

Kelli Kickerillo

Kristy and Christopher
Bradshaw

Lacey and Matthew Goossen
Family Fund

Laura Ayars Cheesman

Leslie and Lawrence
Labanowski

Leslie Elkins and Shannon
Sasser

Leslie Goldman Tepper

Lindley and Jason Amoldy

Lindsey Amiralai

Luis Torres

Marcia Nadel Fiman

Monica and Bradley Radoff

Patience Stern

Prosperity Bank

Punches Family Giving Fund

Rebecca Luks

Roxane Reardon and Brian
Bolster

Ryan Gitomer

Sana Effendi

Scottie and Christopher
McCord

Shea and Jeff Yoesel

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett

Stephanie and Frank Tsuru

Susan Sarofim

The Greentree Fund

The Rachel Slosburg Kramer
Family Charitable Fund

Todd Litton

Tom Friedman

Travis McDermott

Triten Energy

Wendy Kelsey

Will and Debbie Garwood

Willard M. and Ruth Mayer
Johnson Charitable
Foundation

Yunus Ozsomer

$500-$999

Alison Weaver

Allie and Sam Veselka

Ami Sheth

Annie Richardson

Arte Publico Press

Beth Merfish

Bettie Cartwright

Blake Nishikawa

Carolyn and Chris Dorros

Catherine Matthews

Charles and Samantha
Wykoff

Cherryll Walzel

Christopher Dinges

Daniel Alig

David A Hartland

David Jemigan

Debbie Kozar

Elizabeth Labanowski

Garry Tanner

Georgina and Thad
Armstrong

Janwa and Suhail Sikhtian

Jill and Stirling Bomar

Joanna Hughes

Joyce K. Soliman

Karen George

Karen Zhou

Kate Kirkland

Kathy and Bill Heinzerling

Kyle P. O'Neill

Laurence and Bill Anderson

Leah Stolar and Avital Bisk

Marilyn and Marcos Basso

Marina and Alan Christensen

Marita and JB Fairbanks

Meredith Monrad

Michelle Ahuja

Mona Rio

Nancy Kate and Mark
Prescott

Patrick Yip

Raine Falik

Regina Ibarra

Rosemary Schatzman

Sarah Knysh

Sarah Punches

Sehba Ali

Shell Oil Company

Sherry and Gerald Merfish

Sis and Hasty Johnson

Stephanie Sanders

Stephen Douglas

Steve Mohtashami

Tameka Stegall

Troy Hamm

Twana Griffith Faykus

Valerie Dieferich

Vicky and Tony Esfrera

Vivian Ho and Richard
Boylan

$1-$499

Alicia and Matthew Summers

Allison and Spencer Stasney

Allison Chavez

Allison Miller

Alyssa Waters

Amira Staller

Amy Doherty

Ana Wolfowicz

Andrew Bean

Anne L Phillips

Aydin Sohelli

Badia and Martha Rahman

Bernadett Peak

Berthinia Brown

Brady Peters

Carlos Senosiain

Casey Hedges

Catherine Johnson

Catherine Wile

Cherylene Westbrook

Chiltepin Charitable Fund

Christine and David
Underwood

Claudia Wolfowicz

Constellation Energy

Ciristina Gracia

Dionecia Warr

Elizabeth Abraham-
Colombowala

Elizabeth and Barry Young

Erica Y Allen

Erin Salisbury

Gabriela Ventura

P Gayalri Garg

George Van Buren
Hunter Bollman
leesha and Corey Collins

In Honor of the Boakye Family

Isla Jornayvaz

Jake Sharar

Jenni Swyka

Jennifer Monteleone

Jessica Bertuccio

Jessica Hinojosa and Andrew
Smith

John Harrell

John Lauro

Julia Chen

Julia Engelbrink

Katharine Rider

Katherine and Malcolm
Hawk

Kim Schlanger

Kristen and Kevin Burke

Kristyn Brisnehan

Laura Chapman

Lauren Defrehn

Lauren Gray

Laurie Dorfman

Leslie and John Pitts, Jr.

Margaret E Davis

Margaret Young

Mark and Michelle Dini

Mary Dawn McEnany

Mary S Dawson

Michael Trakhtenberg

Michele Conlon Friedman

Michelle Phillips

Molly and Rob Neff

Morgan and Patrick Garvey

Morris Nwogwugwu

Nancy Eisenberg

O'Neal Furr

Patricia Bellows

Phyllis and Tom Carney

Rudy Soliz, Ph.D.

Sangita Pogge

Scott and Judy Nyquist

Scott Sanders

Semmes Burns

Sharon Chen

Shazia Sultan

Shelly Jain

Shreya Sheth

Sipra and Scoft Boyd

Stacey u

Stephanie Frenkel

Stephanie Herbert

Stephen and Kate Butler

Susan Wootton and Bernhard
Bodmann

Van Adams

Victoria Benoit

Victoria Chen

Vidya Bala and Dipsu Patel

William Monroe

FINANCIALS

We proudly operate with efficiency and effectiveness

our various supporters.

FUNDING SOURCES

43% Foundations
20% Individual

AmeriCorps In-Kind

Government
5% In-Kind
3% Corporate

and appreciate the continued investment from

EXPENSES

79% Programs

+ Summer Program: 46%

+ College Bound Program: 17%

+ School Year Program: 11%

+ College Completion Program: 5%

21% Administrative, Management

& Fundraising

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

We enrich our programming through strategic partnerships with other community-based organizations.

Aflas Scholars

Barrio Dogs

Beck's Prime

Buffalo Bayou Partnership
Connect Community
EMERGE Fellowship
ForgedEd

Generation Serve

Good Reason Blueprint Coalition
Halo Agency

H-E-B

Houston B?fﬂsf University
ependent School District

Houston In
Houston Zoo
KIPP Texas

Lone Star Honors College
McGovern Medical School - Heart to

Soul in Action

MD Anderson - learn2lead

Momentum Education
OrEonized Decisions

Pink's Pizza

Pin Ock Middle School Community
Garden

Spanky's Pizza

St. John's School

St. Thomas Episcopal School

University of Housfon - ADAPT

University of Houston Honors College

University of Houston Cougar Village

IN-KIND DONATIONS

We are grateful to our partners who donate their services and goods fo increase opportunities that

amplify student potential.

Advantage Testing

Bain & Company

Becks Prime

Children’s Museum Housfon
Constellation Energy

Fleet Feet

Gringo's

H-E-B

Houston Astros

Houston Museum of Natural Science

Houston Zoo
Karr Limousine
Kolache Factory

Shake Shack

The Bagel Shop

The Chocolate Bar
Theater Under the Stars
Tony's

Phoenicia Specialty Foods

Pluckers

Rich's Car Wash
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2401 Claremont Lane
Houston, TX 77019
HOUSTON breokfhroughhouston org

- post-secondary success |
d empowers aspirng
leaders to become
the next generati
of educators an
advocates.
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